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Regular 
ac• vi• es
Community Shed
Meets every Thursday. 

A great way to contribute to the 
community, learn/share skills. 

Make friends while having 
a good ! me. 

Call 5332 5941

Homework Club
Every Wednesday from 

4pm-5.30pm at Ballarat Library.
Call Tara Hossack on 

5338 6864 or via the BRMC 
on 5332 5941

GPlace Gardening Day
Every First Thursday of the month. 

9.30am to 12noon. 

Yoga class
Every Monday 6.00pm-7.00pm
at GPlace. $8 per session, bring 

your own yoga mat.
Call Mina: 0433 627 770

Seniors Hub
Mul! cultural Seniors’s Hub meets 

Third Tuesday of every month, 
2pm to 4pm, at GPlace. Ac! vi-
! es include cra" s, food demos, 

indoor sports and other ac! vi! es, 
and Library Outreach programme. 

Transport can be arranged
Call Katja Fiedler on 

5332 5941

Library Outreach
Third Tuesday of every month the 

Central Highlands 
Ballarat Library pays a visit to the 

GPlace a" er 3pm. 
Loads of parking.
Call 5332 5941

English Class 
1-3pm, every Friday at City of Bal-

larat Library. Cost $40. 
Concessions apply.

Call Judy Brumby on 
0487 173 957

City’s rich diversity in bright light
The celebra! on of the Diwali, the Fes! val of 
Lights, in Ballarat was a unifying force in the 
city, said Victorian Mul! cultural Commis-
sioner Chidabaram Srinivasan. 

Mr Srinivasan told fes! val goers that in 
coming to celebrate the Diwali fes! val, which 
was organised by the Ballarat Indian Associa-
! on, they were bringing light to Ballarat and 
celebra! ng the city’s diversity.

“In the Interna! onal Year of Light of 2015, I 
hope that the Deepavali lights that illuminate 
our homes and hearts will also be spread-
ing rays of hope to all, especially for the less 
advantaged in our communi! es,” said Mr 
Srinivasan. 

“It is by sharing culture and faith through 
fes! vals such as this one that we maintain 
a thriving mul! cultural community here in 
Victoria,” he said. 

Mr Srinivasan praised Ballarat for providing 
a home to many culturally diverse communi-
! es from around the world.

“We are especially proud of your pledge to 
make Ballarat a des! na! on of choice for 
refugees # eeing Syria and other war-torn 
countries.

“Your commitment to cultural diversity and 
your support for those su% ering is a testa-
ment to your strength and compassion. 

He said that the city and its community 
organisa! ons were helping people to create 
stability in their lives and to feel that they 
were part of a community without su% ering 
from discrimina! on.

Mr Srinivasan said one of the main roles of 
his organisa! on, the VMC was to encour-
age all of the state’s diverse communi! es to 
retain and express their social iden! ty and 
cultural inheritance. 

 Meanwhile, the BRMC’s chairperson, Dr 
Sundram Sivamalai was appointed the VMC’s 
Community Representa! ve Commissioner.

He said the new role would be to promote 
and encourage people of a diversity of 
backgrounds  to preserve and express their 
iden! ! es.

“They should come forward, they should 

not hesitate to share their cultural heritage,” 
said Dr Sivamalai. 

“I am humbled to have been selected, as 
there were 160 others who were equally 
suitable to ful& l this role,” said Dr Sivamalai.

FINE TIME: Georgina Vagg, le" , who organised the BRMC’s Spring! me Gala Ball 
fundraiser is seen here with Frances Salenga, the City of Ballarat Coordinator 
Cultural Diversity. The event at Craig’s Royal Hotel was sponsored by the City of 
Ballarat and was a• ended by 80 guests. Picture: Annie Hamerton 

Welcome Walk Together 
Welcome Walk Together takes place 
on 31 October, 11am. Participants are 
welcome to meet at the Indigenous 
Playground, Windmill Drive, not far from 
Olympic Rings for a walk around the lake 
to celebrate cultural diversity in Australia.

Gospel in the Garden
The House of Welcome presents Jam for 
Justice Series III on November 28 from 
2pm. Come and Join the Sweet Monas 
Gospel Choir, local U3A ukulele players, 
drummers and West Papuan musicians 
for a fun afternoon of music. Bring loose 
change for games, stalls and competi-
tions as well as for cakes, plants and 
variety stalls. Funds raised will directly 
assists local asylum seekers. Entry $15, 
children free. All donations welcome. Tax 
deductible receipts can be given. 
Contact: Carmel on 0401 175 045; or email: 
annekav123@yahoo.co.uk
 
 Garden Day at GPlace
Come along for a fun day at the GPlace at 
102 English Street, Golden Point on 
November 5, from 9.30am to 1pm. We 

will do our spring  planting in the 
Community Garden and work on the 
grounds. Join us for a delicious BBQ after 
the work is done. 
Contact: Katja Fiedler on 5332 5941.

Country Christmas Break up
The BRMC fundraising committee invite 
you to a Country Christmas  at Cooinda 
Hall  (Ballarat Community Health Build-
ing) at 10 Learmonth Road in Wendou-
ree on 4 December from 7pm. Includes 
Smorgasbord Meal, lucky draws, disco 
and line dancing. 
Costs: $30 per adult; $12 for children 
under 12 years old. Tickets to be bought 
before event. Entrance by ticket only. 
Contact: Georgina Vagg on 0408 109 471 
or 0432 717 544 or Annie Hamilton on 
0479 040 761.

Yoga class time changes
There has been a change in the times that 
Yoga classes will be held on Mondays at 
the GPlace at 102 English Street. Classes 
will now begin at 6.00pm not 5.30pm.
Where: The GPlace, 102 English Street. 
When: Every Monday, 6 to 7pm.
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No! ce of BRMC Annual General Mee! ng
The Ballarat Regional Mul! cultural Council will be holding 
its Annual General Mee! ng on 17 November, 2015. The 

mee! ng starts at 6pm and will take place at the GPlace at 
102 English Street, Golden Point. 

BRMC members will have the opportunity to: 
l  Find out about BRMC’s opera! ons and " nances;

l  Ask ques! ons about the opera! ons and " nances of 
BRMC;

l  Speak about any items on the agenda;
l  Vote on any resolu! ons proposed.

Bringing light: Amita Shah, le" , helps VMC Commissioner Chidabaram Srinivasan to light 
another layer of the Deevo lamp. MEP Geo%  Howard (centre) watches the process.  

Inset: BRMC chairman 
Dr Sundram Sivamalai, 
chairman of the BRMC, 
was the MC at the Diwali 
celebra! ons. Dr Sivamalai 
was recently appointed 
as the Community 
Representa! ve 
Commissioner of the VMC.



WHEN Leading Senior Constable Melissa  
Peters took up the job of Community Engage-
ment O•  cer in the Ballarat’s Police Proac• ve 
Unit in May it was a very di• erent proposi• on 
from the 17 years she had spent as police-
woman “on the van” in Melbourne’s western 
suburbs.

But for Mel, as she is known to all who have 
met her, her new role in Ballarat o• ers new 
and di• erent challenges. 

 “My  role here in Ballarat is speci• cally cen-
tred on the community. This is important as 
it is the community who we (the Police) are 
supposed to be serving. And the community 
now is very diverse,” said Mel who along with 
her colleague Donna Parsons (Crime Preven-
• on O•  cer) is o• en seen at the BRMC’s 
events such as the monthly Mul• cultural 
Tucker and the Seniors’ Hub. 

“Communi• es do come together at func-
• ons and then go back to their own groups. 
We are just le•  ng them know that they can 
come to us for anything to do with police, 
their security as well as their rights and re-
sponsibili• es,” she said.

 Mel grew up in Melbourne’s West and is 
used to the mul• cultural mix of many 

communi• es. Her father is of the Wurundjeri 
/ Yorta Yorta people and her mother is of Pol-
ish descent.

“I think it is great that people hold on to 
their languages and tradi• ons, although these 
are fading over the years,” said Mel who is 
the mother of • ve children ranging from 14 to 
three years of age. The move to Ballarat was 
also due in part to look a• er their needs .

Her husband, Seath, has his own stone-

mason business installing granite/stone 
kitchens and bathrooms.

“Ballarat is a big place and not really a 
‘country’ town. All the services here are really 
great and generally everyone is working well 
together. Here everyone is connected which is 
fantas• c.”

On an average day Mel will have a number 
of mee• ngs with community leaders or meet 
with people who have individual concerns.

“I can rock up to someone’s home and have 
a cuppa, which I am loving,” she said.

The problems can be anything from family 
violence to queries about something that may 
bother people whether it is about the law or 
what the police do. Nothing is a silly ques• on 
in my book.

“There are no real fractures between the 
ethnic groups in Ballarat.  There is youth of-
fending in general but nothing that is speci• c 
to the mul• cultural community.

“This is something I will do for years to 
come,” she said of her role that includes Bal-
larat as well as the Golden Plains, Pyrenees, 
Hepburn and Moorabool shires.

q  Contact Melissa Peters on 5336 6000 or 
email: melissa.peters@police.vic.gov.au 

BRMC is pleased to be working with Ballarat Com-
munity Health (BCH) to deliver se! lement services 
in the Ballarat Region. The Se! lement Services 
Program (SSP) aims to support culturally and 
linguis• cally diverse (CALD) families and individu-
als who have been in the country for more than six 
months and less than • ve years. 

This partnership commenced on 1 July and at  
BRMC Katja Fiedler is our sta•  member delivering 
this program.

 Who is eligible ?
 l  Permanent residents who have arrived in the 
past • ve years as humanitarian entrants or family 
stream migrants with low English language pro• -
ciency; 

l  Communi• es that require assistance to de-
velop their capacity to organise, plan and advocate 
for services to meet their needs; and 

l  Dependents of skilled migrants who have a 
low English language pro• ciency.

 Community Services check:
l  Casework: one-to-one or family support for 

clients;
l  Community  inclusion and par• cipa• on, 

including: i)CALD Employment and Educa• on Pro-
gram, ii)Diversity Homework Club every Wednes-
day in the library 4.00-5.30pm

l   Migrant English support through tutoring and 
conversa• on classes

l  Welcome Morning teas at the library four 
• mes each year; 

l  Informa• on sessions can be delivered on 
request

l  Mul• cultural Hub and Library outreach at 
GPLACE every third Tuesday of the month.

SSP Community Development
SSP Community Development is aiming to achieve 
posi• ve results in  key se! lement issues through 
recrea• onal, educa• onal, social and informa• on 
programs.

One of the aims is to  work  with service providers 
to promote a be! er understanding of the issues 
that a• ect culturally and linguis• cally diverse com-
muni• es  so that service delivery to them is more 
e• ec• ve.

This program is funded by the Australian Gov-
ernment Department of Social Services. Go to 
www.dss.gov.au for more informa• on.

n  Contacts: Katja Fiedler, Ballarat Regional Mul! -
cultural Council (BRMC) at GPlace, 102 English 
Street, Golden Point; Email: k." edler@brmc.org.
au, Phone: 5332 5941.

Chris! ne Reupert, Ballarat Community Health 
(BCH) on 5338 4500.  

Se# lement services o$ ered 
in e$ ec! ve partnership

ARE YOU interested in becom-
ing a cultural ambassador for 
Ballarat?

Applica• ons are now open for 
individuals of mul• cultural, 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Island 
background to nominate for 
the City of Ballarat’s Mul• cul-
tural Ambassador Program for 
2016-18.

The program aims to enhance 

community awareness and 
social acceptance, foster leader-
ship in the mul• cultural and 
indigenous communi• es and 
highlight the posi• ve contribu-
• ons migrants and indigenous 
Australians make to Ballarat.

Ambassadors must have lived 
in Ballarat for at least six 
months, be Australian ci• zens, 
permanent residents or visa 

holders and be prepared to take 
part in community events, ini• -
ate projects and a! end training.

Applica• ons close Friday, 30 
October 2015.
n  For more informa! on and to 
download a nomina! on form 
visit www.ballarat.vic.gov.au 
or contact the City of Ballarat’s 
Cultural Diversity Coordinator, 
Frances Salenga on 5320 5853.

Working with the community in mind

Community minded: Leading Senior 
Constable Melissa Peters

City council seeks mul! cultural ambassadors for the next two years

Se# lement Services 
partners: Katja Fiedler, 
le• , is the BRMC o•  cer 
who will be delivering 
the Se! lement Services 
Program in conjunc• on 
with Chris• ne Reupert 
of Ballarat Community 
Health. 

Start to " nish: While others en-
joyed the host of games, dances 
and other entertainments, 
Sedunath Prabhakar of the 
Kalakshetra Art & Music school 
prepared the pain• ng that was 
auc• oned at the Diwali fes• vi• es 
in the evening on 24 October.

Mr Prabhakar runs the school 
from the GPlace on Tuesday eve-
nings from 5pm to 7pm.  

Celebra! ng Diwali Ballarat-style
The Ballarat Mercure Conven• on Centre 
was the focus of the Diwali celebra• ons that 
were organised by the Ballarat Indian As-
socia• on. As these pictures show, there was 
plenty of colour, music and light and the 
event was enjoyed by all.

Current ambassador: Razza Hussein


